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The Langara Two: Langara Student Union Bans nctivists 
Brent Morley, OP Contributor 
A mid a power struggle within the Langara Student ' nion (LSU), allegations of sexism, racism, 
fascism, and photocopier abuse led to the 
banning of two students from LSU prop-
erty. 
The Langara Two, Kira D aley and 
icole Burton, have been banned from 
the union despite being members in good 
tanding. After a 90-minute meeting last 
week, the LSU decided to unilaterally 
express its might, expunging the two anti-
war activists and any activity by the 
Mobilization Against War and 
Occupation group (MAWO). 
The two students have been accused 
of misappropriating funds that were paid 
out to guest speakers during Langara's 
education week on war and occupation. 
The guest speakers were affiliated with 
MA WO, and some attendees expressed 
concern over the speakers' credentials. As 
members of the Peace and Social Justice 
Committee, Daley and Burton made but-
tons with LSU funds that did not bare the 
student union's logo, but rather the 
MAWOlogo. 
Student-union executives expressed 
outrage that the funding was used for the 
creation of buttons to promote an outside 
anti-war group. The Langara Two do not 
deny this fact, but claim that the two 
organizations share common goals. 
On Wednesday, November 8th, D aley 
and Burton hosted a forum to address 
alleged sexism on the part of LSU staffer 
Richard Bell. Bell has been a staffer at 
Langara College for over two decades, 
and is currently in the process of paying 
back a $3,000 loan from the LSU to cover 
legal expenses incurred from a trial relat-
ed to the assault of a student. Charges 
were dropped when Bell pleaded guilty to 
a lesser charge. 
I I I.IIPPPIII 
The Forum-which was set up to dis-
cuss issues of sexism, banning the two 
students, and the role of political organi-
zations-reportedly turned into an 
inquisition of the Langara Two. 
Students and executive members of 
LSU asked questions and demanded 
answers. Daley fielded the questions artic-
ulately and intelligently but the room 
remained hostile. Tanya West, of the stu-
dent-union paper, The Gleaner, stormed 
out claiming that she had been deeply 
offended and was feeling abused by the 
forum chair. Physics' lab-tech and forum 
chair, mild-mannered Victor Finn, retort-
ed from behind thick glasses that he was 
aware of what it is like to be abused. 
Following West was executive member 
Erin Sikora, the University Transfer 
Course representative. Sikora claimed that 
Burton and Daley were "insidious, manip-
ulative, and have the ability to make 
executive members close their doors upon 
entering a room." Sikora further explained 
how the two students are especially clever 
at circumventing rules. "They continue to 
distribute flyers, handbills, and other anti-
war information just off the LSU 
property line," she said. 
LSU members said that although they 
considered disbanding the Peace and 
Social Justice Committee, this alone 
would not prevent the Langara Two from 
reentering LSU property. The fear is that 
the two wi ll continue to infiltrate other 
committees and take them over. 
LSU executives felt that they couldn't 
continue to quash committees, so the best 
way to be rid of the Langara Two was to 
ban them from the property, si nce that is 
where most of the committees meet. 
There was also concern expressed that the 
two might pillage the student-union pho-
tocopy machine. 
Daley and Burton have not been pre-
sented with any actual evidence so far, and 
the ban seems to have only been a verbal 
one. 
The LSU has taken to defaming Daley 
and Burton in their own paper, The 
Gleaner, while The Voice, Langara's other 
paper, has attempted to remain objective 
nnother four Years of Bush: the ground troops. Domestic issues, such as 
the economy and health 
care, didn't generate the 
needed attention 111 
Why he Won and What it Means for Canada 
Vanessa Simpson, OP Contributor 
I t's been two weeks since the US presidential election and Canada may be wondering: Why was Bush 
elected? "It's a complicated question," 
says Shaun Tyakoff, a Douglas College 
political science instructor. 
According to Tyakoff, there were a 
number of factors which put Bush back 
into the White House for another four 
years. Foremost was the lack of focus in 
John Kerry's bid for the presidency. After 
a well-received start to his campaign, 
Kerry soon found himself on the defen-
sive. He dodged negative allegations 
aimed at his military service, he was con-
stantly plagued by the sharp tongue and 
ill-advised commentary of his wife, 
Teresa Heinz-Kerry, and he was unable 
to provide a concrete agenda that would 
resonate with rural American voters. 
D emocratic supporters above and 
below the 49th parallel were hoping the 
second war in Iraq would put another 
Democrat in the White House. But 
Kerry's Iraq agenda mirrored that of his 
opponent's, mainly because he was over-
ly cautious to not be seen as undermining 
opinion polls. Kerry was 
the proverbial underdog. 
Even though Bush racked up a debt 
for the Iraq War almost equivalent to 
Canada's national debt, Kerry could not 
mount a definitive attack on Bush. Why 
was this so? According to Tyakoff, 
''Americans tend to support sitting presi-
dents when at war. The Iraq war is so 
recent that, despite growing opposi tion, 
many Americans may have felt that 
Kerry's critique was too opportunist and 
inappropriate." 
The election was about more than 
Iraq. Evidently, Kerry did not have 
enough substance in his campaign to pry 
Bush from his presidential seat. Tyakoff 
said that, "Since the decline of the dem-
ocratic south in the 1960s, only 
democratic candidates from the South, 
such as (Bill) Clinton and Qimmy) Carter, 
have been capable of carrying Southern 
voters." University of Michigan 
researchers analyzing the presidential 
election found that many counties voted 
Republican by the narrowest of majori-
ties. But Bush was able to rely on his core 
supporters-the religious right-to 
secure his re-election. "We may not 
while exploring the story. However, The 
Voice has been unable to determine the 
truth of the situation due to the restrictive 
LSU requirement that media present all 
questions in written form prior to con-
ducting interviews. The LSU has been less 
than forthcoming. 
What remains most distressing to 
Daley and Burton is the lack of documen-
tation in the process-the two have been 
given no letter of reprimand or warnings 
subsequent to the ban. 
The LSU has banned two students 
from its property. It has also outlawed an 
organization whose biggest issue is justice 
for war resisters-American troops who 
are deserting and claiming political 
refugee status in Canada. The Langara 
Two, a couple of motivated and energetic 
anti-war activists, are the first students in 
recent memory to have been banned from 
school property. The LSU is setting a dan-
gerous precedent by summarily banning 
the two women and outlawing an estab-
lished anti-war organization's activities on 
its property. 
understand in Canada," Tyakoff said, 
"that far more Americans see religion as 
a defining element in their personal 
world view, and they look to a presiden-
tial candidate that reflects this." 
Although there is a deep cultural 
divide between the urban and rural pop-
ulation in the US, many rural voters 
found Bush's view of America comfort-
ing. "The Republicans skillfully played on 
the fears of the 'other,"' Tyakoff says. By 
'other,' she is referring to disenfranchised 
groups like the gay community. Eleven 
states voted to ban gay marriages. Issues 
such as gay marriage have a polarizing 
effect in the US and seem to benefit 
Republican campaigns. 
Continued on page 5 
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"Morality and moral views have 
always been more important in American 
elections· than in Canada. Religious 
demographics suggest that, over time, the 
more fundamentalist, bible-literal, and 
evangelical churches have been growing 
at the expense of mainstream churches,'' 
she says. With the political right becom-
ing more entrenched in its conservative 
views, the Democrats need to fmd a way 
to break into the Republican strongholds 
of the South and Mid-West. 
Canada, ort"'the other hand, needs to 
keep a low profile with our neighbours to 
the south. "The good thing is that most 
of the time the US doesn't remember we 
exist. When we do exist to the Americans, 
we tend to have more political and eco-
nomic problems,'' Tyakoff says. 
Contemplating legalizing marijuana 
and the acceptance of gay marriage may 
be a sticking point in Canada-US rela-
tions. Since the bombing of the World 
Trade Centre, border security has also 
become a contentious issue between the 
two countries. Whether it's right or 
wrong, Tyakoff says, "From an American 
perspective, Canada is viewed as a signif-
icant security risk. Legalizing marijuana, 
and the drug trade in general, will be 
viewed as another element in that securi-
ty risk." 
Canada must tread lightly. If it is to 
have a relationship with the US under a 
George Bush regime, Canada will have to 
compromise. Given our different social 
and political policies, Canada and the US 
need to find some common ground, and 
The Real fake News 
Tyakoff believes Paul Martin will agree to 
the National Missile Defence System, an 
anti-missile defence program that shoots 
down missiles from space before they can 
hit North America. The National Missile 
Defence System is a legacy George W 
Bush wants to leave behind in his last 
term as president. 
Winning the popular vote as well as 
the electoral vote gives Bush a mandate to 
follow through on his policies. But the 
US is politically divided, and if Bush 
wants to unite the country he has to reach 
out to the Democrats. Tyakoff says that 
would involve ''A more multilateral 
approach to Iraq and a more cautious 
approach to his domestic agenda." 
Democrats aren't kidding themselves, 
though. It's unlikely to happen. 
Housemates Reject Third-Roommate Debt Relief Program 
founded by Huygens and 
Epstein in February 2004 at 
the behest of third-room-
mate advocacy groups, such 
as Doogan's buddies Dan 
"Cosmo" Richards and 
Special to the OP, The Onion 
LAWRENCE, K.S--Chad Doogan, 20, a 
resident of the economically ravaged back 
bedroom at 1409 Oakwood Drive, 
received a huge setback Monday, when a 
humanitarian proposal calling for the for-
giveness of his outstanding debts was 
vetoed by his two roommates. 
''Look, I know Chad's snowed under a 
mountain of bills right now, but that's no 
reason for him to get off scot-free," said 
Doug Huygens, 22, one of the apart-
ment's two superpowers. "Chad's a good 
guy and all, but this is getting ridiculous. 
He's owed us a ton of money for months. 
Now he wants a free ride? I'm sorry, man, 
but that's bullshit." 
According to Doogan, his large accu-
mulated debt and his extremely low gross 
annual income have created a cycle of 
poverty that he can't escape. 
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"Dude, I got to put 
at least $300 into my 
car to get that shitheap 
running again, or how 
else am I supposed to 
deliver pizza?" the 
embattled Doogan said 
from his living-room 
couch, where he has 
spent the past two 
weeks. "There's no way 
I can afford to do that 
and pay the back-rent I 
owe, plus three months 
of cable bills and beer 
money. Plus, I still owe 
like $100 on the noise-
complaint ticket we got 
from that spring-break 
party. How am I supposed to pay any of it 
back if I can't work at Pizza Pete's?" 
Doogan and supporters of his debt-
relief plan are calling for the immediate 
cancellation of 85 to 100 percent of his 
incurred debt. 
''If the guys would forget about the 
money I owe them, or at least the back-
rent, I could fix my car and pick up a 
bunch of shifts," Doogan said. "It's in 
their best interest. Not only could I stop 
begging them for rent, but I could also 
start chipping in for groceries and video 
games and all that." 
Huygens and roommate Jake Epstein, 
24, said they first provided Doogan with 
emergency funds last winter, when they 
granted him an aid package in the form of 
a no-interest loan obtained through the 
Apartmental Monetary Fund (AMF), 
Douglas "Scooter" Pye. 
"Cosmo and Scooter 
were all like, 'C'mon, Chad's a good guy, 
have a heart,'" Epstein said. "So fmally, 
me and Doug were like, 'Okay, okay, we'll 
float him some cash, but only for a few 
weeks until he gets his shit together.' Well, 
you can see how great that worked out.'' 
Although the donor roommates sup-
plied additional aid in the months that 
followed, the AMF placed strict condi-
tions on the loans. These conditions were 
designed to accomplish three goals: to 
prevent corruption and misuse of funds, 
to ensure that the monies were spent 
wisely, and to reduce third-roommate eco-
nomic isolationism, integrating the 
debtor's personal economy more fully 
into the interdependent apartmental com-
munity. 
"We only asked for three things, man," 
Huygens said, regarding the structure of 
the loan. "First, that Chad quit partying so 
much. Second, that he open a chequing 
account so he can budget his cash. And 
third, that he bring his kickass stereo sys-
tem out of his bedroom and into the 
living room where we can all enjoy it. It 
was only fair.'' 
While Doogan initially accepted the 
terms, he later issued complaints that the 
conditions were unnecessarily restrictive. 
"I'm sick of Doug and Jake looking 
over my shoulder every time I want to 
rent a DVD or buy a friggin' beer," 
Doogan said. "Look, I'm sorry that I 
don't have a big allowance from my rich 
parents like they do. I wouldn't be asking 
the guys for money if they couldn't afford 
it." 
Huygens and Epstein said Doogan 
What is likely to happen is a major 
shake-up in the US Supreme Court. Said 
Tyakoff: "The most significant long-term 
impact of Bush's re-election is likely to be 
in the US Supreme Court. US Supreme 
Court Justices serve for life, until death or 
retirement. His nominations for 
federal justices suggest that these 
appointments will be very controversial. 
His political base will be looking for him 
to come through with conservative 
judges who have a narrow interpretation 
of the constitution." A gift for his sup-
porters. 
The world according to George W 
Bush may be an interesting world indeed. 
failed to honour the conditions of the 
loan. 
''Three days after we gave him this big 
loan, we came back from a weekend ski 
trip and the whole place was totally 
trashed," Huygens said. "There were beer 
cans everywhere, food and chips and shit 
all over the floor, and the bathroom was a 
friggin' disaster.'' 
The AMF imposed sanctions against 
Doogan immediately thereafter, refusing 
additional loans until the environmental 
damage stopped. But after loans failed to 
bring an end to the spiraling third-room-
mate debt, a more radical concept was 
introduced by an outspoken Chad advo-
cate, Epstein's girlfriend, Liz Borowitz. 
"Liz was all over me about how I gotta 
be there for my buddy when he needs 
me," Epstein said. "She's, like, this total 
softie who rescues cats and shit. So she 
comes up with the bright idea that Doug 
and me should just forgive all the loans 
and let Chad start over on an even playing 
field. I was like, 'I'm sorry, Liz, but there's 
no way in hell .. .'" 
Added Epstein: "Liz is super nice, but 
her idealist humanitarian policies are not 
financially sound. We set a dangerous 
precedent by bailing Chad out. It hardly 
motivates future roommates to be fiscally 
responsible, does it?" 
Doogan implored Huygens and 
Epstein to reconsider their decision. 
"How'm I supposed to better myself 
when all these forces are keeping me 
down?" Doogan said. "If I don't get out 
from under this debt, I can't pay tuition 
next semester and provide myself with an 
education. I'm under serious risk of 
reverting to living in my parents' base-
ment, under their totalitarian regime. 
These dudes are my buddies--<:an't they 
see I'm the victim of macroeconomic 
forces I'm powerless to overcome? Jeez.'' 
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News Wears Short Shorts 
Brandon Ferguson, News Editor 
freedom f~hter or TemJrist: 
Ding Dong, Wlich is Dead? 
In the early morning hours of 
Remembrance Day, Yasser Arafat passed 
away in a Paris hotel at the age of 75, 
nearly three decades to the day that he 
stood before the United Nations General 
Assembly and said "In one hand I carry a 
gun, in the other an olive branch." 
The leader of the Palestinian 
Liberation Organization (PLO) for four 
decades, Arafat was considered the father 
of the Palestinian people by all, and a 
murderous terrorist by many. However, 
there is no disputing the impact he has 
had in the Arab world. 
Rising to power shortly after the 1967 
war that saw the Palestinian territory 
divvied up between Israel, Egypt, and 
Jordan, it was Arafat who took over the 
PLO and orchestrated a number of suc-
cessful attacks against the Israeli army. In 
the deeply fractured Arab world, the 
Palestinian plight was forgotten by the 
nations that now champion Arafat as a 
freedom fighter. Imprisoned in Syria and 
persecuted by Egypt, Arafat was an irri-
tant in charge of a disenfranchised 
people. 
Then in 1973, Egypt and Syria simul-
taneously attacked Israel during Yom 
Kippur. Israel, which is indisputably the 
toughest pound-for-pound nation in the 
world, stood up to the surprise attack, 
fought back, and beat Egypt and Syria 
down. Arafat knew then that his cause-
the expulsion of Israel from Palestine's 
pre-1948 land-would never be achieved. 
At most, he hoped for a small percentage 
of their land back, and in 1974, went to 
the UN to plead his case. 
Make no mistake: Arafat is a murderer. 
However, given the number of wars 
fought in the Middle East over land, 
greed, and hatred, it can be argued that he 
was the only murderer working for an ide-
ology of freedom. 
Arafat's biggest mistake, besides the 
headdress-sunglass combo, was turning 
his back on Bill Clinton's peace agreement 
in 2000. Israeli Prime Minister Ehud 
Barak was prepared to accept, and Arafat 
did not want in until two years later when 
Barak was out and the hard-lined Likud 
party was in power. 
Although Arafat's death brings with it 
"new hope" for a peaceful resolution to 
the ongoing Middle-East crisis, it seems as 
likely as those morning-after promises to 
never drink again. What is certain is that 
one of the most enigmatic figures of the 
20th Century is dead, along with so many 
other promises and dreams. 
Two Dead in Trans·Canada hgedy 
In more "was this the worst day to 
remember dead people ever?" news, a 
horrific crash occurred on the Upper 
Levels Highway in West Vancouver, 
resulting in two deaths and four injuries. 
At around 2:30pm on Remembrance 
Day, a logging truck headed west to the 
ferries lost control when it hit the right 
median, spilling its 30-tonne load of old-
growth logs into oncoming traffic. The 
logs, some of which measured six feet in 
diameter, rolled over the divider and 
crushed or hit five cars in the eastbound 
lanes. A 25-year-old woman and her 53-
year-old mother succumbed to injuries 
sustained. 
One of the four injured people had 
been released from Lions Gate Hospital 
by the weekend, while three others 
remained in hospital with non-life threat-
ening injuries. 
The stretch of highway is known as a 
dangerous spot, despite a fairly safe track 
record. It's that crazy hairpin turn 
between the Capilano Road and Taylor 
Way exits-the one that your girlfriend 
always freaks out on whenever you drive it 
like the Mario Andretti that you are. The 
driver of the truck, Perry Pelletier, has a 
clean record over the 17 years he's been 
driving big rigs. He has worked for 
Chalwood Forest Products of Port 
Alberni for the last seven months. It is 
unknown at this time whether charges will 
be filed, though investigators are looking 
into the black-box recorder that they 
recovered from the truck. 
Pelletier was visibly upset at the crash 
scene, as was everyone present. Traffic 
was stopped entirely as that stretch of the 
No.1 was shut down well into the evening. 
Witnesses rushed to the aid of the vic-
tims. One woman who was on hand said, 
"It was not a very pleasant sight. We did 
the best we could. A number of passersby 
just stopped. It was quite amazing. People 
just jumped in and did what they could." 
On average, five people are killed in 
accidents involving logging trucks each 
year in BC. Naturally, this accident will be 
probed, and inquiries will be set up, and 
maybe signs will be put on lawns. It is 
West Vancouver, 
and they love see-
ing themselves in 
the news fighting 
causes that only 
rich and bored 
people ever seem 
to fight. But this 
was a devastating 
accident, and if 
you saw the images 
on TV, you felt sick 
to your stomach 
and your thoughts 
went immediately 
out to those you 
know in the area. 
While the inves-
tigation continues, our thoughts and 
prayers go out to the family and friends of 
the victims. And I'm really glad you're 
okay, Cady Curls. 
fight for fallujah ai·Most Over 
In a weeklong offensive in the holy city of 
Fallujah, US and Iraqi forces have 
regained control of 80 percent of the city 
from the insurgents who held it (as of last 
weekend). The fight, which is the largest 
since the invasion last year, has killed 
1,000 insurgents and captured another 
200. Quite the kill-to-capture ratio, or, if 
you will, the shoot-first-ask-questions-
later ratio. Twenty-two Marines and five 
Iraqi National Guardsmen (or 
Guardspeople, once democracy kicks in) 
have also been ki1led in the battle. 
Fallujah has been an insurgent strong-
hold since the beginning, and is the 
believed hiding place of the new Bin 
Laden, Abu Musab al-Zarqawi. A previ-
ous battle in April ended in a stalemate. 
Now, with the US election over and the 
Iraqi election scheduled for early next 
year, the time was right to "Continue until 
we have broken their backs and their spir-
it," according to US Lt. Gen. John Sattler. 
It was believed that Fallujah was home 
to 2,000-2,500 insurgents when the 
assault started. However, al-Zarqawi and 
his top aides have not been found yet. 
A massive military build up began 
some weeks ago, as the US forces pre-
pared for this offensive, waiting for the 
word to come from Iraqi interim Prime 
Minister Iyad Allawi to begin. Game plans 
were made and artillery and soldiers were 
assembled, with all standing in wait out-
side the gates to Fallujah. Strangely, the 
previously quiet North has suddenly 
erupted in car bombings and attacks on 
police stations in Mosul. But, as men-
tioned, al-Zarqawi is nowhere to be 
found. Hmm .. .it's almost like they knew 
you were coming. 
Although it is important to rout the 
insurgents and ensure a safe and peaceful 
election process, it seems odd that only 22 
Marines have been killed while over 1,000 
Iraqis are dead. How bad are these insur-
gents at aiming? And what the hell is an 
insurgent anyway-someone with "al- in 
their name? 
If so, look out Donal-d Rumsfeld and 
George Wal-ker Bush. 
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MgtlllbJu, SisiiJhuS, and Me 
You know what I like about mythology? I like the universal applicability of a good myth. 
Whether it's Joseph Campbell or Homer 
doing the telling, a good myth can be 
applied in various ways to suit various sit-
uations. Does this applicability stem from 
some "absolute moral lesson" to be 
The Disease 
Rachel Schreyer, OP Contributor 
learned from a good myth? I don't know. 
What I do know is that with a little cre-
ativity, we can feel some connection to the 
past library of human experience, as told 
by myths, and that helps me to deal with 
the strangeness of my life with a little 
more aplomb. 
Case in point: 
This semester is dragging. Between a 
constant barrage of essays, assignments, 
and midterms, I feel like my eyes are 
going to start bleeding at any moment. 
I'm tired and grumpy. There seems to be 
no end in sight. Basically, I need a break. 
But there is no such reward for me, for I 
am a student, and to be a student is to 
know the fate .of Sisyphus. 
Now, Sisyphus was apparently a real 
crafty bastard. Depending on whose ver-
sion of the myth you believe, he either 
wooed and murdered weary travelers in 
Corinth-where he was king-or, he 
tricked the gods with his cunning wit. 
One tale even tells of how he kidnapped 
Hades-aka "Death." 
Hades had come to claim Sisyphus and 
take him to the underworld, but Sisyphus 
wasn't quite ready to be dead yet. Hades 
had brought some handcuffs \V'ith him-
an apparent novelty back in those days. 
Sisyphus showed so much interest in the 
shackles that he was able to convince 
Hades to demonstrate how they 
worked-on himself. Once Hades had 
slapped the cuffs on his own immortal 
wrists, old Sisyphus locked him in a 
closet. 
Things suddenly became very strange 
in the ancient world without Hades. A sol-
dier chopped to bits during an afternoon 
battle would come walking back to camp 
in time for dinner. Nobody died. Finally, 
Pluto caught wind of what was happen-
ing, came down, and freed the shackled 
god. Sisyphus was dragged off to the 
underworld by the collar, and the gods-
being a vengeful lot-decided to punish 
him. 
Sisyphus was doomed to an eternity of 
carrying a large rock up a steep hill, only 
to watch it roll back down every time he 
got near the mountaintop. Think about it: 
an eternity of carrying a huge boulder 
uphill, never to know the satisfaction of a 
job completed. And that's what this 
semester has felt like-a freaking eternity 
I never thought I could say it. I never thought I could say it. But I said it-and it really wasn't as hard as I thought it would be. The twigs crunched in the dark 
as we strolled through the woods. I felt like a balloon had 
expanded in my chest. All of Everest was under my feet. 
Unfortunately, my moment of inflated triumph hissed 
empty when my First Love replied, "I never intended to go 
beyond friendship with you. Like, ever." 
The one bizarre phenomenon I could never explain, 
either, was the nausea. As far as I know, he's the only guy 
that's ever literally triggered my hurling reflex-I really do 
start to turn green when I'm near him. He even caught me 
gagging once and gave me a funny look. I guess that 
clinches it; we could never be together. Could you just 
imagine me dashing off with my hand plugged over my 
mouth in the manner of American-that-overdid-it-at-the-
aU-you-can-eat-bar, yelling, with a Texan drawl, "I'll be 
right back!" every single time we got within breathing dis-
tance of each other? Thank the good Lord I'm not 
American. No serious offense intended to Americans or 
anything, I just take pride in the fact that the average True-
North woman is a size 8, while her American counterpart 
sits at a size 14. / 
where I just can't seem to see the finish 
line. So, I'm left thinking about the myth 
of Sisyphus, and what I can learn about 
my life from the trials of the ex-king of 
Corinth. 
Then it struck me. It's not so much 
that the semester never stops-although 
it doesn't. It's not that there always seems 
to be another semester right around the 
corner from the end of this one-
although there does. It's not even that 
once I graduate, the real "uphill battle" 
will begin in the work-a-day world-
although it will. The answer was staring 
me in the face all along. I had to learn 
from Sisyphus' trials and mistakes. And I 
think I just may have. 
I've kidnapped the instructor of my 
toughest class. I convinced her that I had 
a graduate student in the bushes that 
could help her with her marking, and 
lured her thusly. My real coup came in 
offering some serious piety and rituals to 
Pluto, ensuring that he's not going to 
come down and free her ass until well 
after I'm long gone from Douglas. 
I love the lessons of mythology. 
They're o timeless, so helpful. 
Given the cold war that had simmered between us the 
past while, I couldn't have expected a positive response. 
Things had gotten out of hand and I wanted to be the 
mature one to take the first step in clearing things up, at 
least on my part. So I told him the truth, that I had feel-
ings for him. However, I hadn't expected him to be so 
callous. I offered him a knife; he stabbed and twisted. That 
night, my heart had, in a bloody mess, palpitated painfully 
on that mossy floor to my approximate left. No sound 
came out of my mouth. I simply nodded with all the dig-
nity I could muster and walked away. I don't even 
remember if I had bothered to pick up my heart before 
leaving. It didn't matter. I suddenly hated that forest and 
wanted to get out. I had always told myself that I could 
never tell a guy I liked him for this exact reason. 
I have henceforth dubbed him "The Disease." I first 
met him the summer that I was about to turn 18, more 
than two years ago. I remember everything-wanting to 
throw up every single time I was around him, creating all 
100 questions on a 100-question survey to assail his email 
inbox with. (It took horm. What a fucking waste of my 
time. I could have spent that time ... eating ... or something. 
Who wants to know if he's ever masturbated or not, any-
way?!) Writing my first name and his last name over and 
over and over and over ... yup, I honestly thought he was 
The One. 
Some of them actually think we Canadians all inhabit 
our scrawny asses in igloos, eh? There is, by the way, no 
correlation whatsoever between my somewhat articulated 
distaste for Americans and the fact that The Disease's Ex-
Girlfriend, who, pissingly enough, has the same name as 
me-(HOW DARE SHE ... wasn't stealing my man 
enough?)-is a Star-Spangled Banger. Yup, she lives in the 
States. And you know what's weird? I'm pro-Bush. Why, 
you ask? Our 83-cent dollar is a reason. Who cares if the 
rest of the world is going to hell? And since Bush can't run 
again after his second term, he can afford to address trou-
bling issues (think mad cow) more than before. Those 
damned diseases sure need to be taken care of. Oh, oh, and 
the fact that The Ex-Girlfriend probably voted Kerry? Yet 
another reason. Who's the one laughing now? Hal Actually, 
I take that all back. I've got a cousin in Manhattan who's 
lived through the entire 9-11 nightmare, and, after I 
probed for her opinion, stated quite emphatically that, 
"Bush is a scoundrel" and that if he got elected again, "the 
rest of the world would be doomed." I guess the rest of 
the world is doomed. By the way, I'm thinner than her. I 
meant my cousin. Never mind. 
You know what I'm talking about. The there's-suddenly-
so-much-chemistry-1-can't-stand-it pauses. Classic 
scenario: My watch ticks. He shifts uncomfortably. I can 
hear the dust settle. I force myself to meet his eye and he 
quickly looks away. I look away as well and, he looks down. 
My mind goes blank. I dare to sneak a peek at him and-
zzt---he ventures to glance at me, too. The UEC 
(Unintended Eye Contact) sets my heart pounding. There 
is, naturally, nothing good to talk about. I open my mouth 
to utter something-mrything--and he blurts out a syllable 
at the exact same moment. A bizarre giggle escapes my 
lips. The nervous tension gets so thick you can cut it with 
a knife. 
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The Disease and I were never particularly close, but I 
suppose that was due to my verbal challengitis around him. 
Really, at one point, I thought he had feelings for me, 
too. Maybe I heard wrong and imagined it all-or maybe 
he really is a misleading prick-! won't bore you with the 
details. I suppose things are never as they seem. Through 
it all, I prepared for the worst, braved it, and came out 
stronger. To many people, rejection is an insurmountable 
summit--and I climbed it. Everybocfy~ got a disease. The 
point is to face it an~ move on. 
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Don't Mistake US 
Cr~icism for Contempt 
W hat have you done? What have you done? It's the question I wanted to ask my American 
friends after last week's election result. 
But I already knew the answer. They did 
everything they could. They just lost. 
So now we have four more years of 
George W Bush's regressive social, envi-
ronmental, and foreign policies to look 
forward to. That certainly doesn't bode 
well for science, the environment, or 
human rights in America--or elsewhere 
for that matter. 
Do such statements make me anti-
American? According to many pundits 
and politicians weighing in on both sides 
of the border after the election, it does. 
Apparently, disagreeing with the US pop-
ular vote makes you either 
"anti-American" or "intolerant" or some 
sort of "high-minded liberal elitist." Even 
some of our elected parliamentarians 
insist that any critical analysis of 
America--or American policies-sim-
ply amounts to "anti-Americanism." 
The irony, of course, is that this is 
exactly the kind of "you're 
either with us or against 
us" mentality that drove 
many of the criticisms of 
the Bush administration 
in the first place. In his 
first term, President Bush 
forged a path of American 
unilateralism in the world 
community. He pushed a 
"me-first" agenda and was 
willing to trample human 
rights, science, and the environment 
to do it. Just ask the 5,000 scientists, 
including 48 Nobel laureates, who have 
signed onto a statement accusing the 
Bush administration of "manipulation of 
the process through which science enters 
into its decisions." 
Yet now, those who dare criticize the 
choice of the slim majority of American 
voters who picked Bush are being accused 
of being anti-American. Well, if being 
anti-American means being against the 
war in Iraq, supportive of women's rights, 
supportive of progressive environmental 
policies, against the missile defense sys-
tem, supportive of stem-cell research, and 
supportive of same-sex marriage, then 
sign me up. But I don't believe it does. 
Simply disagreeing with that slim 
majority of voters does not make a per-
son anti-American. In my youth, I 
received a scholarship from an American 
University worth more than my father 
made in a year and it allowed me to attend 
one of the finest colleges in the world. 
Later I earned a PhD there and I am for-
ever grateful to Americans for that. When 
I returned to Canada, I could not compete 
with my peers elsewhere in the world 
because of the poor funding available in 
Canada at the time. I stayed because I 
received a large US grant. I will never for-
get the generosity of the US, and owe a 
huge debt of gratitude. 
But it is precisely because I love 
America that I am so profoundly dis-
turbed by what is going on there. 
Unquestioning acceptance of the status 
quo isn't exactly an American ideal. In 
fact, it strikes me as decidedly un-
American. 
So yes, when 52 percent of Americans 
vote for Bush, I will say that I think they 
made a mistake. And when 11 states vote 
overwhelmingly to ban gay marriage, I 
will speak up. Disagreeing with a ban on 
same-sex marriage is not a matter of 
being out of touch with ''Anierican val-
ues." It's a matter of human rights. When 
one group in society is singled out and 
repressed and not given the same oppor-
tunities as others, then their rights are 
being 
violated. 
That is simply 
wrong. It doesn't mat-
ter if the majority of people voted for it. 
You can't vote away human rights. 
Pundits who insist that critics of 
President Bush are anti-American are real-
ly saying that if 52 percent of Americans 
believe anything, then that's what America 
stands for and everyone else has to 
respect that. This is a morally relativistic 
viewpoint that doesn't even withstand the 
most basic of scrutiny and Bush adminis-
tration critics should not be bullied into 
believing it does. 
Those of us who feel that 52 percent 
of American voters made a mistake on 
November 2 don't hate Americans. On 
the contrary, we care enough about the 
people and the ideals the country is sup-
posed to represent to be very, very 
concerned. 
Take the Nature Challenge and learn more 
at <www.davidsuzuki.org>. 
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Rocking the Boat: 
How Un·Canadian 
Q uick--think of the name of a famous critic of George W. Bush. Michael Moore? Al 
Franken? Bill Mahr? Noam 
Chomsky? The Dixie Chicks? It shouldn't 
be hard. Now try to think of a famous 
critic of Paul Martin. 
Hard, eh? Next time you're in a book-
store, be sure to check out the "political" 
section. Chances are you'll find the walls 
lined with books bashing the US 
President. Books like Molly lvin's 
Bushwhacked, David Corn's The Lies of 
George W Bush, or Jack Hueberman's The 
Bush-Hater's Handbook. All best sellers, all 
easy to find. Then, try to locate some 
anti-Chretien, anti-Martin, or even anti-
Trudeau books. You'll be lucky to 
scrounge up more than one or two. Go to 
any other store and you'll likewise fmd all 
sorts of other anti-Bush knickknacks, like 
bobble-heads, t-shirts, punching bags, 
Halloween masks, etc., etc., etc. Would 
anyone buy something with a Canadian 
politician's face on it? 
In America, being anti-establishment 
is hip, trendy, sex-y, and fmancially prof-
itable. Bashing the "ruling elite" is the way 
to fame, fortune, and popularity. Cool 
celebrities bash the American political 
establishment and advocate change. 
Bands hold entire concerts to "rock 
against Bush." Eminem makes music 
videos encouraging American teens to be 
political rebels. P-Diddy organizes cross-
country campaigns telling voters to 
question authority. Politicians campaign 
with slogans screaming how we must 
change the system, end politics as usual, 
and overthrow the status quo. Change is 
the constant theme of American political 
culture. No matter where you sit on the 
political fence, the status quo is never 
considered good enough. 
What is the theme of political dis-
course on this side of the border, by 
contrast? Conformity, acceptance, una-
IIVII.IP 17/1111 
------------------~~~~--------------~----------------------------------------~~~----------~~----------. 
nirnity. Preserving the status quo is said to 
be the most "Canadian" virtue of all. We 
must defend our health-care system, our 
political system, our ruling Prime Minister 
and his patriotic Liberal government, and 
accept all the wise decisions of our divine 
Supreme Court. We must not upset the 
balance of power, or diverge from the 
script. 
The establishment in Canada has 
formed itself slowly but surely over the 
years. Having dominated the Liberal Party 
for the last five decades that it has ruled 
Canada, the left-wing crowd now effec-
tively controls every aspect of this 
country's political discourse. By filling the 
post-WWII Canadian cultural void with a 
unique mix of leftist politics and anti-
Americanism, they've successfully created 
a "new Canada" in the image of their own 
values--a purely political nation that is 
now firmly entrenched in the public mind 
and the national culture. 
The biggest insult in the new Canada 
is to be a "radical," someone who dares to 
desire change. Preston Manning was a 
dangerous radical. So was Stephen 
Harper. These crazy men had crazy ideas 
from their crazy western 
provinces that dared to 
question the perfect Liberal 
hegemony. Their defeat was 
something to be celebrated. 
Today, our political culture 
demands that all politicians 
race to embrace the "cen-
tre" (i.e.: the positions of 
the Liberal Party), and 
demands that all candidates 
prove themselves as protec-
tors of the wonderful 
Trudeaupian status quo, and 
not as dangerous dema-
gogues who would dare 
challenge it. If you don't 
want to dance to the estab-
lishment tune, don't even 
bother coming to the ball. 
There are no Canadian 
versions of Michael Moore, 
Rush Limbaugh, Bill 
O'Rielly, or Bill Mahr. 
Canada's biggest media 
stars all line up obediently 
behind the status quo and 
praise the Liberal govern-
ment that brought us there. 
You'll never hear someone 
like Margaret Atwood, 
Pierre Burton, or even our 
beloved David Suzuki chal-
lenge the status quo. 
Hell, even that hip 
punkster George Stroum-
boulopoulos couldn't wait 
to serve as an official 
mouthpiece for the hyper-
establishment CBC during 
their Greatest Canadian spe-
cial. The entire Canadian entertainment 
elite does not challenge the ruling estab-
lishment as their American counterparts 
do. Instead, it remains a proud part of it. 
Ditto for our placid news media. No bold 
challenges to the Liberal elites will ever 
escape the pages of leading Canadian 
papers like the Globe and Mail or the 
Toronto Star, to say nothing of the politi-
cally correct airwaves of the Canadian 
Broadcasting Corporation. 
The dominance of pro-establishment, 
liberal views in the Canadian media is the 
main reason why no one really cares that 
most of our media is owned by a single 
family. The Asper clan supports the liber-
al status quo, so aside from a few mild 
tut-tuts now and then, they never really 
get much serious criticism. The fact that 
the government runs the CBC is similarly 
embraced as being perfectly natural. 
There is now a political hegemony 
over this country far stronger than any-
thing George W. Bush could ever hope to 
impose upon the United States. While 
America is, and always will remain, a 
vibrant and often bitterly polarized nation 
of intense political self-questioning and 
0Pili019 
criticism, Canada has slowly begun to go 
down the road of a one-party state men-
tality, in which there is a permanently 
defmed list of "good" ideas, and to ques-
tion or debate . them makes you 
unpatriotic and traitorous. 
Canadians need to realize what it 
means when we allow--or even encour-
age--our country to get to the point 
where our entire concept of nationalism 
is inseparably tied to a fmite political 
agenda, which, in turn, our entire culture 
revolves around, praising and defending. 
It certainly doesn't make us a tolerant, 
diverse, or open-minded nation. On the 
contrary, it actually makes us profoundly 
intolerant, bland, and narrow-minded. If 
this is the kind of Canada Canadians 
want, fme. Many Canadians obviously 
love the Liberal Party and see no problem 
with it having a complete ideological 
dominance over all venues of Canadian 
culture and media. 
If that's the case however, let's be 
under no illusions about which country in 
North America is truly willing to tolerate 
dissent and which one isn't. 
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N icole Kidman stars in Birth as Anna, the endlessly mourning, soon-to-be-remarried widow, who 
becomes convinced that her late husband has 
been reincarnated as a ten-year-old boy. The 
film begins with a black screen and a male 
voice (who is strangely never given a physical 
role in the film) asking himself if he would 
believe it if his wife died only to be replaced 
by a little bird claiming to be her. This, I sup-
pose, is the underlying question of the entire 
movie; however, the real question that was 
reeling through my head was, "what happens 
if a grown woman and a young boy truly fall 
in love?" 
Sean (played by a stern, yet comfortably 
melancholic Cameron Bright) is the pre-teen 
who calmly declares that he is, in fact, Anna's 
husband. Bright's unmistakable acting ability 
is astounding at times-particularly in the 
controversial scene featuring the 40-some-
thing Anna, and the delicately youthful Sean, 
naked in a bath together. He's so convincing 
as a man trapped in the body of a boy that 
when Anna states that she's falling in love 
with him (because she believes him to be her 
reincarnated husband) it seems more to por-
tray the beauty of love than perversion. But 
the perverse element is still present, and that 
alone is what really drives the film. 
Many scenes are completely absent of dia-
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Iogue, and concentrate solely on Anna while 
she tries to come to terms with the fact that 
her late husband is now a 10-year-old boy. 
Though Kidman makes the most of these 
scenes with immense emotion, several min-
utes of a close-up on someone's face (no 
matter how pretty) is boring and gives the 
audience too much time to realize the faults in 
the script. The failures are the typical ones 
that plague almost all surreal movies-name-
ly, the ambiguous ending. Films that attempt 
to work surrealistic elements into a realistic 
plot always have ambiguous endings with no 
real closure, simply because nobody has fig-
ured out a way to force an audience to believe 
enough to accept a more definite ending. It's 
sad, but true. 
Aside from several drawn-out scenes of 
Kidman's face and the unfortunately uncer-
tain ending, Birth is an intriguing ftlm that is 
sure to make you ponder afterwards (be it 
about premature sex or the possibility of 
reincarnation). 
E lliott Smith stabbed himself in the heart 13 months ago. This album is the last four years of 
the singer-songwriter's life. The album 
begins with the lyrics, "last stop for a 
resolution" as the gigantic sound-
ing "Coast to Coast" kick-starts 
the album. The 15-song opus 
continues with the sparsely 
arranged "Let's get Lost," a 
tragic song of love and loss. 
The third song sounds like a 
middle ground between the 
two opening tracks. 
This whole album feels like 
a good summation of Smith's 
musical career. There are 
sweeping epic climaxes, there are 
quiet and dramatic personal 
moments, and there is everything 
in between. This album covers a 
lot of sonic ground. Among my 
favourite tracks is "Don't go 
down"-yet another song about 
love. Elliott sticks to his main 
themes in this album more or less; 
he writes about struggling with 
drugs, depression, self-doubt, 
and of course, the tragic loss of 
love. 
What really strikes me about 
Songs .from a Basement on a Hill is 
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paints a 
song, each one distinct 
tragedy ties them all 
being said, I wish this 
cohesive. I wish Elliott 
as much as he idol-
wanted the songs to 
on a Pink Floyd con-
longtime engineer/producer) and 
Joanna Bolme (Smith's former girl-
friend and member of Steven 
Malkmus and the Jicks) actually fin-
ished the album. 
Songs from a Basement on a Hill is 
accessible only to a point. It's easy to 
appreciate at first listen, but it takes 
many listens to really digest. The 
hooks are strong, but always slightly 
off-kilter and a little unorthodox. 
When I listen to this disc, even though 
it's only three-and-a-half minutes 
short of an hour, I ask myself, "Man, 
is it over already?" My biggest beef 
with this album is that the ending 
doesn't give a great sense of closure. 
Even though Elliott writes some 
things that foreshadowed what was to 
come, I don't think he had been plan-
ning to kill himself. Sure, he had been 
depressed for years, and made 
attempts on his life in the past, but I think 
we might have a had a much different 
album if he knew this would be his last. 





Hip-hop duo makes 
album despite never 
meeting 
Emma Sadowski, Excalibur (York 
University) 
TORO TO (CUP)-Music has once 
again challenged the earth's bound-
aries-and the hip-hop group Foreign 
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Exchange could be considered at the forefront 
of this movement. The group is comprised of 
two main members: Nikolay, who has worked to 
produce songs for artists like Common; and 
Phonte, who is part of the hip-hop trio Little 
Brother. Nikolay and Phonte ftrst met on MSN 
Messenger. They talked music for a while and 
then began to exchange beats and lyric ideas. 
Nikolay would send Phonte a beat, and Phonte 
would add lyrics, and then send it back to him. 
Finally, they decided to do something with the 
material they had worked on, and thus produced 
their debut album, Connected. 
The album itself doesn't sound like it was put 
together by two guys who have never met, nor 
does it sound amateur. On the contrary, it 
sounds concrete and well made. It's ftlled with 
beautiful vocals and jazzy beats, which were all 
done on the computer. 
Although this concept isn't that surprising 
given today's technology-seeing as most things 
are created using computer programs-what is 
charming about this album is the lack of physi-
cal contact that both artists had with one another 
during the entire production process. 
For the most part Nikolay made his music 
using the computer program Mod Plug. 
Occasionally, he hooked up real instruments to 
the computer and would record onto it using a 
recording program. In fact, their entire project is 
sitting on a laptop in Nikolay's home. 
When asked if he thought that some of the 
quality of the music was lost in cyberspace dur-
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ing the transfers on Messenger, Phonte answered 
with a firm "No. A bad song is going to sound 
bad no matter what you do." So, does this take 
away from the art of music? Does this fit into 
the art vs. technology debate? Phonte believes 
that it doesn't. 
'We are living in a day and age where you can 
do something like this. Most people don't under-
stand that major record labels do this all of the 
time." Although it may be true that major labels 
transfer music via the internet, Foreign 
Exchange is definitely foregoing certain industry 
conventions. Because the album is solely made 
on the computer, it therefore lowers the cost of 
producing it and requires very little need 
for many people to work on it. 
Nikolay resides in the Netherlands, 
and Phonte in the southern part of the 
US. If just the two of them could put 
this together while living so far from one 
another, then there is no need for a full 
team of people-just two guys and a 
computer. 
Phonte doesn't see this as a problem, 
and he doesn't feel that any art has been 
removed from his music because of 
technology. In fact, it helped both him 
and Nikolay put it together because had 
it not been for the computer, he and 
ikolay may not have met. The project 
also allowed Phonte to push his bound-
aries as an artist. "I had to step up my 
game. I took on the role of executive producer, 
and had to work with many vocalists." 
Pushing through the boundaries of his own 
ideas of hip-hop, Phonte took on a completely 
different role in making this album. It allowed 
him to realize some of the problems that may be 
faced while making an album of this nature. 
Communication was a key element in putting the 
project together, and sometimes the most diffi-
cult element to overcome. Living on different 
sides of the planet meant communicating their 
wishes for the songs through different time 
zones, which was trying at times, but each artist 
managed to find a middle ground. 
Incredibly, there is now no need for people to 
work face-to-face to produce an album. All bar-
riers can be broken by music, and it is now 
evident that music can make the world a smaller 
place. 






Witch Hunter Robin Complete Collection 
What a twisted world it is where the 
witches can burn you. The main character 
in Witch Hunter Robin is Robin, a witch 
who hunts other witches and burns 
things. So, if witches burn, and wood also 
burns, but wood floats, and so do ducks, 
wouldn't it make sense that witch hunter 
Robin weighs less than a duck? Aside 
from that titillating question, Witch Hunter 
Robin doesn't offer a whole lot of 
excitement. 
What's encompassed in 
this nifty box of DVDs? 
Well, besides looking like 
a book, which is very 
cool, I must commend 
Bandai on their excellent-
looking complete series 
in box sets for not 
being just a box with 
DVDs. As for the 
DVD content, you get 
your audio in two 
flavours-] apanese 
2.0-channel sound, 
and English in the 
5.1-channel variety. 
ormally, I would 
commend the 
English dub for 
being good, 
but sadly this 
is not the 
case. Witch Hunter Robin has a great cast of 
great voice actors, but when combined 
together, they form something that 
sounds like a crappy version of Voltron or 
something. I really think it's sad when you 
have a good cast and there is absolutely 
nothing behind the performance. There's 
no emotion, it's not too genuine, it's just a 
mediocre job--and from Bandai, this is 
far below my expectations. As for the 
other extras, bah! Seriously, how many 
production sketches and clean opening-
and-dosing animations do I need? Here's 
a message for the people who make these 
DVDs-be original for once, I own in 
the hundreds of anirne DVDs, and only 
three of them have good DVD extras. 
This brings us to the content portion 
of the review, and if you're an avid read-
er, you know that I've referred to this 
game as Witch Hunter Boring on occasion. 
It's not that's it's boring per se, it's that it 
has an inherent problem with the large 
series long-story arc. The problem is that 
the story arc barely starts in the last six. 
episodes, which makes for a very episod-
ic first 20 episodes. Sure, there is 
connection, but it boils down to being a 
monster (or witch, as the case may be) 
of the week. Does this make the 
series bad? No, it's still a cool 
gothic, dark series, with semi-
interesting characters, a nice 
sprinkling of action, and 
Robin burning things. 
Robin is a teenaged witch, 
but unlike other teenaged 
witches, she dresses like it's 
1892. And witches in this 
series are more akin to 
mutants from X-Men than to 
the traditional spell-casting 
variety. Robin is also 
referred to as a craft-user 
because she's basically a 
good witch who works for 
the Church and hunts 
down rouge witches. The 
problem is that she has 
a rather bland personal-
ity, and she grew up in a 
convent, so basically 
she could put an 
insomniac to sleep. 
But despite Robin's 
apparent lack of per-
sonality, the series 
remains watchable, 
though it's nothing 
I'd put on a 
"favourite list" or 
anything. 
The ultimate 
verdict on Witch 
Hunter Robin is 
that it's all right. 
It's got a good concept and a great-look-
ing art style, but a dub job like some kind 
of crappy Voltron. For some people this 
will be right up their alley, but others may 
find the series a little too episodic. If 
you're really concerned, YTV is currently 
running this with its Friday-night anirne 
line up. So like Gundam SEED, you can 
check it out before picking it up. And 
remember: when you go to the store, 
make sure you're getting a "genuine" 
copy of Witch Hunter Robin by using your 
largest scales. 
We will need a new Arts & Entertainment 
section editor starting January 2005. 
We would be quite pleased if you sent 
your resume to: 
othered itor@ya hoo. ca 
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Video Game Corrupts Youth? 
Dan Hawryluk, The Projector (Red River 
College) 
a no 
WINNIPEG (CUP)-Grand Theft Auto: 
San Andreas, the newest release by 
Rockstar Games, has been turning heads 
across the world. Not even on shelves 
more than a week, it has sold more than 
100,000 copies worldwide. Released Oct. 
26, the game has already come under 
heavy fire, criticized for its extreme vio-
lence, coarse language and virtually every 
other aspect it has to offer. 
arrested for plotting to "mow down" a 
number of his fellow students and teach-
ers. The student had been quoted saying 
Grand Theft Auto was his "favourite game." 
is the primary scenario to win in all the 
Grand Theft Auto games," said Thompson 
to several newspapers. 
San Andreas is set in the early '90s, 
when organized gang warfare dominated 
much of America. In it, players are 
expected to carry out such missions as 
taking a group of fellow thugs to "rub 
out" some rival gang members, or sneak 
quietly into someone's home and steal all 
of their worldly possessions, easily earn-
ing the game's mature rating. 
American lawyer Jack Thompson has 
long been against the Grand Theft Auto 
(GTA) series. Since the first GTA was 
released in 1997, Thompson has been 
very vocal with his opinion that the game 
is no!:hing more than a program that 
shows young teenagers how to commit 
crimes and kill people. 
His most recent evidence is a young 
Massachusetts boy, who was recently 
"The technique of killing civilians and 
then first-responders when they get there 
NIGHTCLUB 
He said gangs and terrorist groups use 
these types of games as simulators to train 
their members to be more effective killers. 
The original " Thirsty Thursdays" 
$2 cover & $2 Drinks! 
Forep ay Fridays $3 Hiballs 
Cheer Factor Saturdays 
Check out our Giant Twister 
board and much much more 
Student special no line no cover 
before 10:30 "With your student I.D. 
Thompson has also been trying to bring 
Rockstar Games to court over the death 
of 14-year-old Stefan Pakeerah last year, 
which he claims was linked to the video 
game Manhunt, where the player must 
murder as many people as possible in bru-
tal fashions. 
Video game retailers across the coun-
try have been trying to cut down on the 
number of minors gaining access to this 
type of game. 
''We've been really trying to crack 
down on this," said Chris, a Winnipeg 
Blockbuster employee. "Children should-
n't be able to view this kind of material 
without explicit parental consent. It's our 
job to make sure that the rules are carried 
out." 
Teens, however, are taking a much 
more relaxed approach towards the situa-
tion. 
"I love the game. It's just a shame that 
my folks don't like the idea of having it in 
the house," said Katie Moffat, a 17 -year-
old student. "I can understand where 
they're coming from though, since it's so 
violent. I guess they don't want me cor-
rupting my young and fragile mind." 
54-- CHURCH ST. NEW WEST. 604--525-1932 
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Kali Thurber, A&E Editor 
Campus fvents 
Unity 
The Douglas College Theatre and Stagecraft 
Departments present the Cheryl Matheson-direct-
ed, award-winning play. Studio Theatre, Nov. 
12-20. For info, call the Box Office, 604.527.5488 
Seymour Mayne 
Literature Alive presents an afternoon with the 
poet anCI short-story writer. Room 3406 (New 
West Campus). Nov. 22, llam 
A Midsummer Night's Dream 
The Douglas College Theatre and Stagecraft 
Departments present the classic play with a twist 
by William Shakespeare. Performing Arts Theatre. 
ov. 19-27. For info, call the Box Office, 
604.527.5488 
Mythic Archipelago 
Artwork in mixed media by Bill Friesen, Marci 
Katz, and Joe Rosenblatt. Amelia Douglas Gallery 
(New West campus). To December 16. For info, 
call 604.527.5495 
Jesus Christ Superstar 
Uncle Randy Production presents Andrew IJoyd 
Webber and Tim Price's rock-opera about Christ's 
last week on earth. Centennial Theatre. Nov. 
11-21, 8pm (mats. 2pm, Sun.). Tickets $28/25/23. 
For info, call 604.984.4484 
When the Reaper Calls 
Peter Colley's play about two young philosophy 
professors with conflicting views on life whose 
vacation in a remote cottage takes a murderous 
turn. Bernie Legge Theatre. To Nov. 27, 8pm. 
Tickets $12/10. For info, call 604.521.0412 
Bye Bye Birdie 
Footlight Theatre Company presents the classic 
musical about a 1950s' rock star, based loosely on 
the early career of Elvis Presley. Shadbolt Centre 
for the Arts. To Nov. 27, Wed-Sat, 8pm. Tickets 
$12-25 ($5 discount Wed. and Thurs.). For info, 
call 604.205.3000 
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Death of a Salesman 
UCFV Theatre presents Arthur Miller's Pulitzer-
winning drama about the dark side of the 
American dream. UCFV Theatre (Chilliwack 
Campus). Nov. 18-20, 25-27, 7:30pm. Tickets 
$5-16. For info, call 604.795.2814 
or j0\1t entertainment needs this 
~ I suggest the sure-to-be-hilari-
ous Avril Lavigne concert on 
November 24, 7:30pm. Of course, it goes 
without saying that if R.E.M. wasn't already 
sold out. Yd give you 101 reasons why every-
one in the o.ty should be there (at least 25 of 
these would he "because R.E.M. is the best 
damned rode. band still alive:• so perhaps you 
should be glad for the absence). The concert 
featuring Canada's young, punk-princess will 
entirely fuHill your desire for fun. however, as 
long as you"re creative enough to see the irony 
of Just think, the Pacific 
~~e~m-J~~wUhpre-t~ 
they were sd1l pre-teens 
~lame for being at 
who're just as orlst-
as Lavigne bersel£ Or. 
all thid ~they 
The Lion, the Witch, and the Wardrobe 
Exit 22 presents C.S. Lewis' classic fantasy story, 
adapted for the stage by Joseph Robinette and 
directed by Dawn Moore. Capilano College 
Performing Arts Theatre. Nov. 18-27, 
Thurs.-Sat., 8pm. Tickets $9-17. For info, call 
604.990.7810 
Concerts 
Last Bash Before Exams 
Mutiny Gone Overboard performs Celtic pub 
songs from Ireland, Scotland, and the Maritimes. 
Central City Brewing Company. Nov. 18. For info, 
call 604.582.6620 
How Music Came to the World 
Long John Baldry, Veda Hille, Wayne Lavellee, 
and John Bottomley perform as part of the 
Vancouver International Storytelling Festival. Wise 
Hall. Nov. 20, 7:30pm. Tickets $20/15/10. For 
info, call 604.257.0366 
Le Tigre 
Radical feminist electro-punk trio, with guests 
Lesbians on Ecstasy and Robosapien. 
Commodore Ballroom. Nov. 23, 9pm. Tickets 
$18.50 at Ticketmaster, 604.280.4444 
Neko Case 
Local country-roots sensation, with guest Dexter 
Romweber. Commodore Ballroom. Nov. 25, 
9:30pm. Tickets $19.50 at Ticketmaster 
(604.280.4444), and Zulu Records 
Presents of Mind 
Recent works in various media by Roxanne K. 
Tiernan, presented by the Arts Council of New 
Westminster. Centennial Lodge, Queens' Park, 
New West. To Nov. 21. For info, call 604.525.3244 
Walkways 
An exhibition of 29 works in various media on 
the theme of walking, by 19 international artists. 
Surrey Art Gallery. To Nov. 21. For info, call 
604.501.5566 
Art in Public Places 
Photos by Ramin Harnidnejab and pottery by 
Dana Manhal. District of North Vancouver 
Municipal Hall. To Nov. 25. For info, call 
604.988.6844 
Revelations 
Works by Tom Wren. Grunt Gallery. To Nov. 27. 
For info, call 604.875.9516 
Massive Change: The Future of Global 
Design 
The international touring exhibition employs 
objects, sound, video, still photography, computer 
and satellite images, interactive technology, and 
three-dimensional constructs to explore the 
impact of global design. Vancouver Art Gallery. 





Melissa Beedle, Features Editor 
Editor's Note-At the time of this interview, 
Soi!Ja Weir was editor of Shared Vision. The 
current editor is Beverlry S inc/air. 
' ' p rofit margins being the bot-
tom line is shortsighted," 
.,. says Sonya Weir. And she 
speaks from experience. As the editor of 
the socially responsible Shared Vision mag-
azine, Weir's vision extends beyond the 
bottom dollar. "What it boils down to" 
she explains, "is what kind of footprin~s 
do we want to leave?" 
Footprints, as she describes them 
have led her from non-profit staffer to th~ 
editor of a growing alternative magazine. 
At the beginning of her career, she 
worked for a non-profit organization but 
somehow found herself writing. "In any 
job writers find themselves in," Weir says, 
"they're going to bring that passion to 
their work. Anyone in that seminal 
stage-before they nail down the job they 
really want-is creating building blocks 
along the way." 
Weir is clearly beyond the decisive 
stage. After writing everything from press 
releases to brochures at a non-profit 
organization in Ontario, Weir moved to 
Vancouver to pursue a career in freelance 
writing. She soon realized she missed 
being part of a group. Her first job in 
publishing was at Common Ground maga-
zine. As a Publisher's Assistant, she 
worked with writers, solicited editorials 
and proofread the magazine. ' 
She continued to freelance on the side 
leading her to S bared Vision. "I was callin~ 
about a piece I had submitted and found 
out they were hiring an editor, so I asked 
to speak to the publisher." Apparendy, her 
name had preceded her. The publisher 
had already heard of Weir and she got the 
job. 
Because Shared Vision is a small publi-
cation, Weir is able to wear many different 
editorial hats. "Right now our editorial 
staff is made up of one person," she 
explains. ''At a larger magazine you would 
never get such a hands-on experience. 
You would be a copy editor and that 
would be your job. You wouldn't talk to 
people about articles." 
On a typical day, Weir arrives at the 
office early and looks at the 50 to 60 
emails she's received since the day before. 
''I receive umpteen emails about articles," 
she says. "I do not respond to all the 
queries because it's simply impossible." At 
any given time, she is working with other 
staff to hear their ideas. ''We have major 
critiques as a magazine, where we literally 
rip it to shreds," she explains. "Everybody 
IDVIIbiP 17/BDIU 
(We realize internallY that you can't keep 
telling people bad news, because sooner or 
later they Zl turn off You have to start 
giving solutionS. "· 
[in the office] has a say, everybody has a 
voice." 
She also spends time fmding new writ-
ers, and working with existing writers to 
shape their stories. She then edits the sto-
ries, or else rewrites them hersel£ Once 
she is finished editing and the production 
team has done their jobs, they print a 
"dummy" copy to proofread. "I'm always 
working on deadline," she says. "My cal-
endar is my bible." 
Weir enjoys developing story ideas. "I 
think that is my favourite part of my job," 
she adds. She receives news bulletins daily 
about the environment and other issues. 
She says her job is to make sure the "lit-
de" stories get published. She says Shared 
Vision's goal is to get the news out, not try 
to sway people one way or the other. 
About once a week, she meets with the 
publisher to discuss upcoming stories and 
issues. "I fmd everything [the informa-
tion] and plug it in. Ninety-nine percent 
of the time it's great, but then there's the 
one percent of the time that he [the pub-
lisher] asks me how the idea fits within 
our mission." 
Weir thrives on hearing people's sto-
ries. "I've become totally inspired. I feel 
very privileged to talk to the people I do 
because they are doing such amazing 
things out there." She has interviewed the 
who's who of social advocates, including 
writer Alma Lee, and environmentalist 
David Suzuki. 
"The most amazing information 
comes across our desks. The average 
newsroom editor is not interested. It's not 
going to sell newspapers." Shared Vision's 
goal is to get that information out to the 
public so they can make up their minds 
and take action. 
She says, ''AOL, Timewarner, these 
companies are enormous. It takes a long 
time to hammer at their doors. So where's 
the opportunity for the average guy on the 
street?" Weir says Shared Vision is a micro-
cosm of the bigger picture, a litde global 
village. She adds, "If we affect one per-
son, that one person can affect another 
person. There's always a ripple effect." 
''A friend of mine recendy went to 
Italy and visited the ruins. Standing there 
with thousands-of-years-old remnants of 
structures, you can't help but feel how 
short our time is here on this planet." 
Is this whole vision-this shared 
vision--idealistic? 
''We realize internally that you can't 
keep telling people bad news," says Weir, 
"because sooner or later they'll turn off. 
You have to start giving solutions." 
According to Weir, Shared Vision tries 
to give inspirational examples of people 
in the community who are doing things 
differendy. "Not always articles like 'The 
Environment is Falling to Pieces' and 
'The Ozone Layer has a Hole Miles 
Wide,"' she says. 
''When you shock people they have an 
immediate response. They feel the need to 
assuage their guilt or feelings of helpless-
ness, so they make a donation. And that's 
it. There's no further action taken." At 
Shared Vision, they try to motivate readers. 
"What's fascinating," Weir explains, "is 
there are schools that teach activists how 
to be activists, like Hollyhock for instance. 
They have learned that shocking people 
doesn't work. People make fundamental 
changes through being inspired, not 
shocked and horrified. Inspiration lasts a 
lot longer." 
Both the magazine and the industry 
have experienced many changes in recent 
years. Media conglomeration has created 
both opportunity and challenge for S bared 
Vision. But one thing is certain: with 
Weir's help, Shared Vision will continue to 
grow and inspire. "It's very exciting," says 
Weir, "It's a wonderful career." 
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. n Painful nwakening 
Erika Richmond, The Ubyssey 
VANCOUVER (CUP)-Police arrested 
28-year-old Vincent Walkem at his work-
place, a downtown Toronto clothing 
store, Aug. 30. Walkem, who is HIV-posi-
tive, has since been charged with 
aggravated assault and accused of engag-
ing, or attempting to engage, in 
unp;.otected sexual intercourse with at 
least three women without revealing his 
HIV-positive status. 
According to health records released 
to police, Walkem had known he was 
HIV-positive for almost three years. His 
name and photograph were released to 
the media in the hopes that women who 
had sexual contact with him would come 
forward . So far, police have received sev-
eral such reports. 
A young woman who tested HIV-pos-
itive during her relationship with Walkem 
tipped off police. That young woman is 
my best friend. 
There is a widespread misconception 
among university students that the risk of 
HIV pertains to other, disenfranchised 
demographics. Not so. A 2001 study done 
by Health Canada shows that 44.5 percent 
of new HIV cases in Canada involve 
young women aged 15 to 29. The stories 
of those who had alleged relationships 
with Walkem are exclusively from that 
demographic; my friend's story is not as 
rare as it may seem. 
A year and a half after her diagnosis, I 
felt that it was time to share my friend's 
story with other people our age, as a 
warning and perhaps an inspiration. 
A TYPICAL STORY? 
My friend, who asked not to be named, 
says she began a relationship with Walkem 
in the summer of 2002. My friend and I 
were both fresh out of high school that 
summer. In September I went off to the 
University of British Columbia, while she 
stayed in Toronto to try her luck in the 
acting, dancing, and restaurant-waiting 
worlds. We were both on our own for the 
first time, but while I enjoyed the comfort 
of residence, she was learning to get by on 
her own. Happily, she was also falling in 
love for the first time. In those first 
months we spent apart, my friend seemed 
more content than she had ever been; the 
thrill of the city without parents and 
school was enough to make her walk on 
air and enough to make me more than a 
little jealous. 
So, it was a painful awakening when 
she called me to say that Walkem's co-
worker had told her to get tested for HN. 
Neither of us wanted to believe she could 
be at risk, but to be safe she went to get 
tested. A family friend who is very lj.ctive 
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in the HIV non-profit community went 
with her to get the devastating results. At 
19, she was HIV-positive. 
The news confounded everyone who 
knew her. The alleged relationship 
between my friend and Walkem ended 
with the news that they were both HIV-
positive. This past summer, a chance 
encounter between my friend and 
Walkem's new girlfriend led them to con-
tact the police. 
When police gained access to his pub-
lic health records, they determined 
Walkem had tested HIV-positive and had 
been informed of his status a year before 
he met my friend. Police immediately 
charged Walkem with aggravated assault. 
IN THE NAME OF THE LAW 
In order to understand what kind of pro-
tection the law offers people like my 
friend, I spoke with UBC's dean of law, 
Mary Anne Bobinski. 
Bobinski told me that in Crown vs. 
Cuerrier, "a precedent-setting case," the 
Supreme Court of Canada ruled that peo-
ple with HIV who fail to disclose their 
status before engaging in unprotected 
intercourse can be convicted of aggravat-
ed assault. 
"The central question in the Cuerrier 
case was: Is it better to place the responsi-
bility on individuals to protect themselves, 
or should criminal law be used?" said 
Bobinski. The judges in that case decided 
that there was a "significant risk of seri-
ous harm" and therefore the law should 
intervene. 
The failure to disclose was character-
ized as fraud, and therefore consent for 
intercourse was 
deemed 
legally invalid. Furthermore, because the 
HIV virus causes bodily harm, the act was 
determined to be aggravated assault. 
THE CRIMINALIZATION 
QUESTION 
At the time of the Supreme Court's rul-
ing, there arose considerable controversy 
over the criminalization of HN. 
"There has been debate about whether 
or not criminalization makes sense; some 
groups thought that it may discourage 
people from getting tested," Bobinski 
said. At the time, AIDS activists argued 
that criminalizing HIV infection would 
undermine HIV prevention and make 
people reluctant to get tested. Many 
feared high-profile cases would also rein-
force strong stigmas against people living 
with HIV by portraying them as criminals. 
A 2002 paper from the Joint United 
Nations Program on HIV /AIDS ques-
tioned the utility and sagacity of 
cri.minalization. "In (using criminal law 
for) deterring a person who knows he or 
she is HIV-positive from engaging in risky 
behaviours without disclosure, policy-
makers must consider the impact that 
such prosecutions may have on people's 
willingness to get tested in the first 
place ... a key element of effective HIV-
prevention strategies," the paper states. 
The UN report suggests that public 
health laws, including those compelling 
people with HIV to disclose their status to 
partners, ordering them not to have sex, 
or forcing medical treatment, are strong 
enough measures to combat acts like 
those alleged in Walkem's case. Such legis-
lation could be backed up with fines, but 
the report maintains that HIV transmis-
sion should not be criminalized. 
After Crown vs. Cuerrier, public 
health offices all over Canada began to 
warn their patients of the potential 
criminal charges for non-disclosure. 
Public health counsels all patients liv-
ing with HIV on their 
"responsibilities" to stop the spread 
of the disease. Public health also 
engages in "contact tracing" or part-
ner notification. The public health 
official will ask the patient to con-
tact people with whom they have 
had sex or shared intravenous drugs. 
If the patient is reluctant, the official is 
obliged to do so. 
In a Sept. 1 interview with the Torrmro 
Sfllr, the director of public health for 
the city of Toronto, Rita Shahin, 
said: "Most people who 
are infected behave 
responsibly." 
However, there are 
at least 10 previous cases in Canada of 
people with HIV knowingly withholding 
information or misinforming their part-
ners in order to have unprotected sex. 
The Supreme Court of Canada chose 
criminal prosecution as a means to deter 
possible public-health offenders, punish 
those who knowingly spread HIV, and 
protect innocents from infection. Because 
of my first-hand knowledge, I have been 
convinced that public-health counseling 
alone does not always effectively encour-
age disclosure. 
The Toronto Star recently interviewed 
another former girlfriend of Walkem's, 
Jessica Whitbread. Whitbread told them 
she had just parted ways with Walkem in 
December 2001, when he told her that he 
was positive. She, too, went through the 
ordeal of testing positive for HIY. 
Seven months later, Walkem met my 
friend for the first time. 
THE NEW FACE OF HIV 
Today, my friend attends university and 
gives AIDS awareness talks and work-
shops to youths. She wants to get the 
message out to young women that they 
are at risk for HIV infection. Contrary to 
popular belief, my friend, and Whitbread 
as well, are emblematic of the new face of 
HIV and AIDS. Young women are the 
fastest-growing HIV risk group, but per-
ceptions are slow to change. 
"Forget stereotypes," my friend said. 
"I was in a trusting, monogamous rela-
tionship. HIV can happen to anyone." 
Even with AIDS in the news almost 
daily, recent studies have shown that peo-
ple under 24 are the most ignorant of the 
risks of HN. "People talk about condom 
fatigue and people are tired of those mes-
sages," said Shahin. The perception that 
"miracle" drugs have turned HIV into a 
chronic disease also may reinforce the 
misnomer that HIV is not as dangerous as 
it once was. 
Walkem now awaits trial for his alleged 
crime in the strict custody of his family. 
Whitbread recently participated in the 
Toronto AIDS walk, with 87 of her clos-
est supporters and friends. 
For my friend, the news helped her 
decide to get her studies started; she is 
now a full-time modem-dance student. 
Touched by a horrendous betrayal and liv-
ing through the fear of illness, her 
courage, drive, and passion are an inspira-
tion to all those who know her. "It really 
put life into perspective for me," she said. 
"While at first I felt sorry for myself, it has 




W ell, the HL is still locked out and the other pro sports are flexing their respective mone-
tary muscles and rubbing those pipes in 
our faces. But in case you've been beating 
up nerds at somebody else's high chool 
reunion for the exact seven days between 
my submission deadlines ov. 4-11) 
then I'll explain what you've missed in the 
world of sports. 
Like I said, while hockey sits and stag-
nates, other sports are doing great. 
amely, Major League Baseball and the 
FL. Starting with the inferior football, 
the FL has agreed to a six-year, $8 bil-
lion TV contract extension with Fox and 
CBS. The extension adds to the current 
Women Muck It Out, 
eight-year, $17.6 billion contract, and runs 
through to 2011. And they have yet to 
negotiate a contract for prime-time pack-
ages. This is a painful reminder of Gary 
Bettman's unfulfilled promises of a lucra-
tive US TV deal for the NHL. 
Baseball is showing its might by tour-
ing the world. The Major League all-stars 
have been beating up on Japanese teams 
these last couple of weeks and the league 
also has plans to tour the Dominican 
Republic. These types of tours have been 
very successful for the MLB and have 
even prompted the MLB to consider 
expansion into Japan and South America. 
Sticking with baseball, Trail, BC-native 
Jason Bay has won the L rookie award 
thanks to a .282 hit percentage, 26 home 
runs, and 82 RBis in 120 games. In other 
awards news, Roger Clemens won his 
record seventh Cy Young award. He also 
became the oldest player to win the award 
at the age of 42, passing the feat set by 
Gaylord Perry at 40. With a 328-164 
record, Clemens is 1Oth on the career 
wins list, and his 4,317 strikeouts are sec-
ond only to olan Ryan's ridiculous mark 
of 5,714. Randy Johnson, with his 290 
strikeouts, finished second in voting for 
the award, as did Curt Schilling in the AL. 
Those two are now tied for the most sec-
ond place finishes in Cy Young voting 
however, Schilling has never won the 
award, while Johnson has won it five 
times. Schilling finished behind Johan 
Wasted Opportunities Rain On Men's Parade 
Dave Pearcey, OP Contributor 
T ough defense and the strong foot of flyhalf Candace Barry led Douglas to their 2nd win of the 
season, a 3-() shutout of the Vancouver 
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Meralomas, who had beaten D ouglas ear-
lier in the season by a 29-14 scoreline. 
Pouring rain and a soggy field did not 
have as much effect on the two teams as 
might have been expected, as the ball han-
dling by both sides was actually quite 
good. 
Seventeen year-old Barry found her-
self up against Canada U-23 flyhalf 
Stephanie Lynham who was newly arrived 
to the Lomas from Montreal. Both fly-
halves used their boots frequently in an 
attempt to give their respective sides the 
field position advantage and Barry was 
every bit as good as her more experienced 
opponent. 
Douglas had the best try-scoring 
opportunity of the first half, but miscom-
munication in the backfield led to a 
turnover within metres of the tryline. A 
Santana of the Minnesota Twins. 
In basketball, Shaq has become the 
20th player in NBA history to score 
22,000 points in a career. And the Raptors 
have bolted out of the gates with a 4-1 
record thanks to wins over strong teams, 
including the defending champion Detroit 
Pistons. This success seems to have 
calmed Vince Carter's wish to be traded, 
as he has seen much responsibility and 
floor time. The team is tied for the best 
start in the league. 
And finally, a few random tidbits for 
you. In the CFL East Division semifinal, 
Kenny Wheaton set a CFL record with his 
116-yard interception return for a touch-
down. The touchdown cemented the 
Argonauts' win and broke the previous 
record of 115 yards, which was set by 
Calgary's Alfred Jordan in 1997. 
In soccer, Kara Lang was named 
Canada's captain for the world women's 
under-19 championship and the team 
opened the tournament with a win. In 
cycling, Lance Armstrong has said that he 
isn't sure if he's going to race in next sum-
mer's Tour de France, as he would like to 
attempt some other races while he's still 
young. And lastly, it turns out that not all 
post-secondary newspapers are as good as 
The Aq11inian. The student paper from St. 
Thomas University in Fredericton, has 
published a large, colour photo that could 
end a long-standing tradition. The photo 
featured full frontal nudity of four 
penalty against Lomas directly in front of 
their posts allowed Barry to kick for the 
only points that would be recorded during 
the match. 
The second half saw the Lomas with 
the best scoring opportunities. However, 
the Douglas defenders, led by Tanya 
Leigh, continually stymied the efforts of 
their black-and-orange-clad opponents. 
The final chance for the Lomas saw 
Lynham break free from midfield, but 
fullback Kelly Enns was sure on her open-
field tackle to preserve the shutout. 
D ouglas First Division men were 
brought back down to earth after three 
straight wins, as they lost a disappointing 
8-11 decision to Richmond RFC. The 
game was played on a sloppy, muddy bog 
of a field in the pouring rain, but it was a 
series of squandered early opportunities 
that led to the team's loss. 
Douglas dominated the early play, with 
forwards Dan Forthuber and Greg 
Doucette running rampant through the 
Richmond defense--an effort that led to 
a try by Michael Collins. 
Twice more, Douglas threatened at the 
tryline, but possession was lost and 
University of New Brunswick rugby play-
ers streaking after winning their provincial 
championship. Apparently, there were at 
least 10 players participating in the run, 
which has become a tradition after a big 
win, yet the four that were in the photo 
have all been suspended from play. But 
don't worry, the Other Press would never 
hurt our precious sports teams like 
that ... unless the photo was really hot. 
Richmond cleared the ball from danger. 
Then an injury to Forthuber caused him 
to leave the game, and the Douglas for-
wards didn't seem the same afterwards. 
On one of their infrequent forays into 
Douglas territory, Richmond was awarded 
a penalty but their kicker pushed the sub-
sequent kick at goal wide of the posts. 
However, one of the Douglas players 
unbelievably charged out to harass the 
kicker as he made the attempt and there-
fore the kick was allowed to be retaken. 
The second attempt was good and those 
three points would prove to be crucial. 
Richmond made their deepest pene-
tration at the end of the half and used a 
rolling maul off a line-out to score a try at 
the whistle to go up 8-5. 
In the second half, the constant rain 
turned the already muddy pitch into a 
quagmire and neither team could get their 
attack rolling. Douglas did get a penalty 
kick from Nathan Klement to tie the 
score, but Richmond added one of their 
own in the last few minutes of play to 
claim the victory. 
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Darren Paterson, Sports Editor 
B oy, you know, I've actually been feeling pretty good about things lately. othing in my life is drasti-
cally wrong, and the prosecutors dropped 
all charges. However, The Saskatchewan 
Roughriders' recent victory over 
Edmonton, despite the cold and the heavy 
winds, has inspired me to do a little reflec-
tive writing on the down side of sports. 
This week, I would like to mainly 
focus on Baseball and Soccer as the 
objects of my criticism. You see, it's 
W ell, this whole lockout thing is a real pain in the you-know-what for lowly college sports editors 
who love to report on all things NHL. .. or 
so I've heard. I have, however, managed 
to pull a couple of noteworthy tidbits out 
11 I ObhePPPI99 
always been a problem with me how, in 
these billion-dollar sports, the games are 
always cancelled the moment a drop of 
rain hits the ground. I just don't under-
stand how the athletes in these sports 
can't handle an element of the game that 
athletes in other sports such as rugby and 
football deal with regularly. 
Is it because Alex Rodriguez doesn't 
want to trip and ruin his $252 million 
dollar pedicure? Or because David 
Beckham can't take the chance that his 
hair will be ruined? You know, I have a 
couple of friends that volunteer as cross-
ing guards for elementary schools and if 
they can stand in the rain two hours a day 
for free, then I don't see why these mil-
lionaires can't be bothered to do the same. 
And it's not like injury is a real prob-
lem. You can't tell me that baseball, a 
non-contact sport, is more dangerous 
than rugby when the field is wet. And I 
can't see how a little slip on a soccer field 
is more likely to cause injury than the 
vicious cheap shots that soccer players are 
so adept at applying. 
Which leaves me with only my main 
reasoning left to explain. The reason why 
Lockout Corner 
Darren Paterson, Sports Editor 
of last week's lack of HL news. 
Firstly, Wayne Gretzky, the man who 
many believe should be the one to arbi-
trate a deal between the players and 
owners, has dispelled all possibility that he 
would help to negotiate a deal. He said 
something along the lines of "Blah, blah, 
blah, it's not my job, I don't wanna." Or 
something like that. This comes as a dis-
appointment, considering that he is 
perhaps the one person in hockey who 
can make everyone listen to him, and per-
haps bridge the gap between two sides 
that are prepared for two years' worth of 
lockout. 
And secondly, did anyone bother to 
read last week's paper, when I mentioned 
the Russian team AK Bars Kazan and 
their drive to win a Russian championship 
to celebrate their millennia! anniversary? 
Well, they've just beefed up a little more 
I think that these sports should continue 
to play despite the weather is because it's 
just way more entertaining that way. It 
adds an element of chance that makes the 
game more interesting because when no 
one can see the ball through the fog, sud-
denly you're not so sure who's going to 
win. An excellent example of the excite-
ment that strange weather can create 
would be the 2002 "Snow Bowl" between 
the Raiders and the Patriots. A game 
where two teams produced a thrilling 
overtime result whilst battling a torrent of 
snow. 
Why, I even think that adding the 
unpredictability of "field" conditions 
should be considered in all sports that 
don't already deal with that. Maybe have 
some kids tear up the ice before hockey 
players start up a game-after all, a 
bouncing puck makes for more turnovers 
and more scoring opportunities. Or, per-
haps, pull up the floorboards a bit at 
basketball games-see if we can get 
Iverson to trip and mess up a clean break 
to the hoop. 
I just think that the entertaining part 
of sports is when you're not sure what's 
going to happen. And in sports like base-
ball and soccer-where teams with the 
richest owners buy all the talent available 
to them, therefore removing any doubt of 
which teams will win and which ones will 
lose-I think that Mother Nature can 
provide that unpredictability I crave. And 
so, the fact that they cancel games, instead 
of playing through all weather conditions, 
represents, to me, the down side of 
sports. 
Alexei Kovalev 
by signing superstars Brad Richards and 
Nikolai Khabibulin of the Stanley Cup 
champion Tampa Bay Lightning, as well 
as Alexei Kovalev of the Montreal 
Canadiens. How have they managed to 
sign 11 NHLers (five of them all-stars)? 
Money. That's how. Apparently, players 
have been offered NHL-like money by 
the team that plays in a 6,000-seat arena. 
This team's drive to win is causing them to 
shell out $300,000 a month to Richards 
and teammate Vincent Lecavalier while 
they are also paying liya Kovalchuk $3 
million for the season. 
Sadly though, big bucks in the mother-
land and Wayne Gretzky passing the buck 
are the only things of note that have been 
produced by the NHL world this week. 
There's still no CBA agreement and 
there's still no talks between the NHL and 
NHLPA, but at least there's still hope. So 
we'll just have to hold on to that for now. 
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Douglas 93-UNBC 98 (20T) 
Douglas 77-Cariboo 87 
Douglas 3-CNC 2 
(25-20,20-25,23-25,25-19, 
15-13) 
vs. Camosun Chargers@ 6:30pm 
(New West) 
* Men's Basketball 
vs. Malaspina Mariners @ 2:00pm 
(New West) 
*Men's Basketball 




Douglas 40-UNBC 51 
Douglas 56-UNBC 55 
Women's Rugby 
Douglas 3-Meralomas 0 
Students advertise for free! 
For free student classifieds up to 
30 words, email: 
othereditor@yahoo.ca with your 
name, srudent number, and 
desired section, and put "classi-
fied" in the subject line. 
Fast Cash Ads: 3 lines 3 times 
for $20 (30 words max). Open 
rate of $5 per line. Enquiries: 
call our advertising manager at 
604.525.3542. 
Pictures 
Classified pictures are $1 0 each 
printing. The picture size is 
3.5cm x 2.5cm, black and 
white. 
When placing an ad please 
remember ... 
All ads must be received by 
Thursday ro be published in the 
following Wednesday's paper. 
Check your ad for errors and 
please call or email our offices 
to report any corrections. To 
ensure the integrity of our stu-
dent newspaper, we reserve the 
right ro revise, reclassify, edit, or 
refuse your ad. 
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Douglas 3-UCC 2 
(25-15,22-25,28-30,26-24, 
15-12) 
vs. Camosun Chargers@ 8:15pm 
(New West) 
Women's Volleyball 
6:30pm@ Camosun Chargers 
(Victoria) 
Women's Volleyball 
2:00pm @ Malaspina Mariners 
(Nanaimo) 
Men's Volleyball 
Women's Volleyball Men's Volleyball 8:15pm@ Camosun Chargers 
(Victoria) 




Douglas 3-CNC 1 
(25-27,25-21,25-18,25-13) 
Douglas 0-UCC 3 
(25-20,25-15,25-23) Women's Rugby (Premier) 
11 :30am @ SFU Clansmen 
(Burnaby Mountain) 
Women's Rugby (2nd Division) 
11 :30am @ Vel ox Valhallians 
(Victoria) 
OLUGGiPiHdG 
Ad Manager I kinggadas@yahoo.com 
for Sale 
GE washer and dryer, regular 
sizes, five-years old, great con-
dition. $450 o.b.o for both! 
Wow! Please phone: 
604.537.0316 or 604.5409195 or 
email: ludmilaaga@hotmail.com 
BenQ Write & Store Combo. 
Retail boxed BenQ 8x DVD 
Writer, 25-spindle DVD+R and 
envelopes all for the great price 
of $120. If interested, please 
email me at 
<andre@acepccanada.com> 
I Saw You 
You were short. You looked 
like a leprechaun. I liked your 
hat. You told me to party with 
you instead of doing my home-
work. It was the greatest night 
of my life. Where did you go? 
Please come back again. I miss 
you and your magical 
leprechaun juice of happiness. 
Services 
Vancouver Support Group for 
Students 
Every alternate Friday, 7-9pm. 
RM 4310. 
Contact: Mary Rose Labandelo 
604.526.1735 
Need ink for school? Get refills 




Professional tutor, writing 
coach, and editor can help with 
English 130, 106, 112, and 
109; also Business 
Communications, reports, let-
ters, and resumes. Quality 
guaranteed. The Writer's Touch, 




Want to join the future Greatest 
Band in the history of music? 
Yeah? No shit. Got at least 4 
years exp. and/or hella skills? 
Contact Brady: 604.464.5473, 
jesuspornstar@hotmail.com 
Outgoing, outspoken people 
needed to work in nightclub 
promotions department ... get 
paid to party!! Call 
604.505.5351 
OPTions for Sexual Health 
(formerly Planned Parenthood) 
is looking for volunteers to 
assist on the Facts of Life Line, 
a toll-free, confidential, sexual 
health information and referral 
resource line. Call 
604.731.4552 ext. 224, or visit 
<WWW.optionsforsexualhealth.oom> 
+ Canadian Red Cross 
Authorized Provider 
Deli"ering quality First Aid 
training for over 12 years 
Courses offered: 
- Standard First Aid/ CPR C 
- CPRC 
- C Recert 
- ChildSafe 
- First Aid Instructor School 
Cour;;es at Douglas College 
New Westminster Campus 
Best competitive rates 
Call: 604-644-4709 
Check: www. vital-link.ca 
ObbHPPPH99 I II 
I 

